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UST who was responsiblefor the March 12

bomblngs In Bombay thal killed 250 and

Injured over 1200 1s sull unknoom, Bul

Lhere 13 no mystery as 1o who will gain the

mosl from them — divialve lorces oul to de-
atroy [ndin's tradition of religlous tolerance and
brotherhoed. .

With ieads now polnung 16 a Muslim gangster op-
eraling cut of the Middle Easl and Paklstan’sinler:
Services Intelligence (LSH, mere and more volcea are
poiniing Lhe Bnger of blame at 3 Musiim backlash.
An Judian Cabinet minisier who otherwise crilicizes
the government for belng too sofl on the pro-Hindu
BharallyaJanala Purty (BJP! belleves Lhat the
blasts were set ol to avengé the recent destructlon
of the Dabri masque In Ayedhya and the waveol -
eilng It set off.

"Anyone wha [ellowed those developmenis and
understood Lhe Implicallans of Lhe BJF's hate cam-
palgn could sce Lhts coming.” the minlster sald In
confdence, The saboteurs chose Bombay because
that waa the clty where Musirms had suffered the
mast during Lhe rlots. he added.

The BJP has taken Lthe slaad Lhat the blasts were
i “act of war” by Pakistan! agents that call fora

Hindu right blames Muslims for Bombay bumbings

lienhood,

HE Sikha had thelr revenge on Indira
I Candhi for ordering Indian troops Inte thelr
Qolden Temple In Amrilsar, and Lthe Tamills
kiiled ber son. Rajtv, for turming against them In
Sri Lanka. The Muslims, on the other hand, have
nalura) benefactora in Palustan and bran. Hindu
sympathizersbelieve,

The truth 1sthat India’s Muslims are too scared
and defeasive Lo go Lo war with thelr oom home-
land. They would hardly conceive of bieing drawn
into a battle of atirition because they are poor, vul-
nerable and widely dlapersed. Although they form
12 pereent of Lhe poputation, they have gnly a rwo
percent share In Lhe police service, less than three
pereent in the civil service, and a meager two (o
four percenl ofJoba In the professions, banks and
privale companies.

And while Mustim men ase described as ha-
bitual polygamists, the tneidence of polygamy
among them Is lecs than thal zmong Hindus. Yel
Hindu propagandists have tried to palnt them as a
pampered minority,

As for thelr offenajve capability, In most com-
munal riats since Independence, It 13 largely Mus-
lims wha hove lost their Hves and property, rather
than Hindua. In fact, a “communal rtot” has come
e mean an aitack on Muslims by bigated Hindus.

tiarsh response. BJP leader L.P. Advanl hasbeen
louring Bambay to consele blrst victims. Some BJF : - File phowo Pt by equating an Impoverished arinoriy with
leaders suggest thal the culprls were Muslim funda-  yahicles burn outside south contral Bombay on #arch 12, after a serfes of bomb blasts. mbot,:u.)-;c:nd cxﬁ-gm[st: Hindu prupngand{su:
mentoiists working with Middle Eastern and Pakl- are secking to perpetuate the myth of the Muslim
stant help. NL‘WSPHPC".S 0‘.1‘1”“"3" known for u'":“'r the BJP Is coloring It ts ominous.” homes and retallate. When they did. policeopened a8 a.cancer In the Indlan body politic, Whether they
seeular stance are Allled with reports on e role o Ironically, this was preeisely the bloody nssault on  fircon them In Bombay, Ahmedabad, Caloutta, are allowed lo succeed or nol witl depend on thé

the ISTand Mualiar groups based in Lie Middle Easl. a peaple and a nation that members of four Hindu Dhapal and Delhl, The government reagonded by abllity of the governmend, and secularis!s, to can-
The facl thal Indlon Mus)ims bave dented any link  communal organizations— the Shiv Sena, Vishwa  banning Lhe Hindu orgenizations and preventing the  vince India’s mass of poor that hunger and uncm-
{o Uhc blasts hos falled to make a dend on the growing  Hindu Parished, Bajrang Daland Raghtriya Swaya-  BJP [rom holding apublic rally that could arouse ' ployment are more Importan( considerations than
consensus, “Irrespective of whether Hindus oy Mus-  masevak Sangh — along wilh thetr polltical arm, the  tommunal passlens. But the violence againstMus-  religlon.
liung planted the bembs, the svhole country I sad- BJP. were hoplng for, lims recurred In Bombay.
dened,” commented Aslain Shir Khan, a Musliim Py Jzinollshing he Babr mosgue In Ayodhya, To parunold Hindus. the Bombay blasts are said Pacific Newws Serpice correspondent Nirmal Mifra
Uiy wiuiled to foree Musiims to come oul of thelr lo signify Lhe revolt of Muslims agalnst Indlan na- (s an editorof the Sundey Magazine In New Dell,

Cangicss Purty Member of Parltinent. "Bul the way
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