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The slate pencil factories of Mandsaur, in Madhya

Pradesh, are torture and death chambers. Chiidren
are driven by poverty to do this work, where they
will swallow dust which will kill them, where their
fingers will be cut to the bone. Few will survive
beyond 40. No one will grow old, except the factory
owners: who will grow old and rich. NIRMAL
MITRA took three days to reach Mandsaur from
Calcutta, to fite this story. TAPAN DAS took the

HREE thousand men,
women and children,
fighting to survive in

photographs.
Madhya Pradesh's sprawl-

ing Mandsaur district,

live with a cruel paradox: almost all of
rthem will choke and die before
reaching 40 of a disease doctors say
they cannat cure. And if they don't do
this work, they will starve. They know
the price they must pay in return for
the only jobs they can hope to get—in
the district’s 85 slate pencil factories
and 30-odd mines. The price is virtual-
ly mass death.

Slate pencils are made from the
mined raw material, plares of shale;
the soft stone is cut into small pieces
with electrically operated saws, a pro-
cess which emits dense clouds of a
fine, light dust that the workers con-
stantly inhale, The result is silicosis or
pneumoconiosis, a Jung-disease similar
to, but much deadlier than TB. It can
kill in as little as six weeks of dry
cough and suffocation.

The Madhya Pradesh government,
far from ignorant abour the truth, has
ignored the continuing tragedy. In
fact, it has been promoting tge trade,
with land leases, and aid and advice to
at least one slate pencil cooperative.
Even when it was publicly declared

that hundreds of middle-aged men
were dying, the government action
was half-hearted and ineffective: an
order was issued to stop work in all
factories which had not instatled dust-
removing machines. Needless to say,
the order has gone unheeded. The
work goes on, with no sight of the
dust-removers; the factory proprietors
simply say it is too expensive, and
continue killing workers.

For Mandsaur’s slate pencil factory
and mine workers, all cruelly impover-
ished villagers who have no land and
hardly find any agricultural labour,
life is a short, hard and Hopeless
struggle—against famine, poverty,
hunger and the ways of munshis (fac-
tery proprietors), It is @ struggle they
have got so used to that they do not
protest, or even cry for help; it is a
merciless form of subjugation, incredi-
ble in this age. Children at the age of
12, and even less, are forced into the
fatal work to sustain their dying pa-.
rents, brothers and sisters, only to
learn that they will die soon enough
too—of the dust, fatigue and inhuman:
itfy. The storky has been repeated, year
after year, tor five decades now.

Nobiody can tell for certain how
many have choked to death over the
years. Many put the figure at 2,000;
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Mother is away, at work _
some say even more. The truth is that
there are few workers who are old

enough. to have witnessed, and know,

-the full extent of this 50-year-old
tragedy. But there are indicative ex
amples: In the village of Multanpura,
which has 60 per cent of the total
number of slate pencil factories in
Mandsaur, whose population is almost
entirely “sustained” by the industry,
there is hardly an _ofd person; and
almost ever tlvlird woman is
widowed—a pollution widow.

Set on undulating, dusty, grey.
stons terrain, the village of Multan.
pura lies nine kms from Mandsaur
tawn. It has the largest concentraton
of slate pencil factories in the district,
and tmost of its 2,500 residents are
hereditary  Muslim pencil factory
workers or proprietors. The villuge is
.as full of dust, as it is of stories—of
Jhumiliztion, slavery, szickness and
death. One meets case after case of

edy.

. Munna Khan's father Allah Noor
died working in & pencil factory, four
years ago. Munna znow supports his
'45-year-old mother. “Thirty-year-old

tzu Bagariya is very weak and can-
not breathe properly. His mother and
father, both of whom worked in pencil
factories, have died. “The munthis

have been ignoring me for the last two
or three months. | am slso not being
allowed to waork,” he said, looking pale
and downcast. Mohabbat Ali was 34
when he died five years ago. His
widow and children live with his pa-
rents, Two brothers Mangilalji and
Daluramji, both curters, died ar 45 and
40 respectively. And so on, endlessly.

Every wfrernoon Abdul Karim (20)
has to make the four-hour bus journey
to Indore for a streptomycin injection
that he knows wﬂf not cure him. "I
started work at the age of ten, My
father was alive then. He used to
sharpen pencils. After working for
eight years, he got the dry cough, and
started breathing heavily. He was 50
when he died, five months back, 1 was
the only treadwinner left, Now I too
anm sick, My mother i3 S0 and has
never worked before; but now she is
rounding off pencil edges because I
will never work any more.”

In Mandsaur’s district hospital,
“silicosis” complaints are treated with
special care, and-a separite register is
being mitintained for them. A commit- -
tee of doctors headed by the hogpital’s
civil] surgeon, Dr J. N. Narclia, has
completad a studF of 600 cases since
the beginping of this year, and a

_report of its findings has been sent to




Parliament. The verdict was clear:
there can be no cure for silicosis, The
hospital continues to admit patients

with silicosis, of course, but all it can
do is record the behaviour of the

“There can be no medical solution
for this problem, unless the dust parti-
cles are prevented from enl the
lungs,” said Dr Narolia. “I have
to tﬁ factories with the labour minis-
ter and seen things
said. Dr Narblia explained how and
why silicosis was 5o rous: silicon
dust, he said, is very light and flies
about, unlike, say, coal dust in a coal-
mine, which is heavier and falls to the
ground. The silicon dust rises and
enters the lungs, forming silica patch-
es. This reduces the elasticity of the

for myself,” he

lungs causing fibrosis. As a resulc the
vital capacity of the lungs, chac is the
) n e rate,
sgc? the surface area which abaorbs
oxygen is less due to the silica patches.

The parient does not get en, and
chest diseases,

like ﬁ ,Ifmlt’g;m tches are large

enough (these can dearglseen ina
chest X-ray), the person suffocates to
death. The only treatment possible iz
not for silicosis, but to check secon-
dary infection—like pneumonia, etc.

On 8 December, Gopal, son of Atma
Ram, was adinirted in a serious condi.
tion to one of the two medical wards.
His hospital slip read: “B.12.80: milk
diet. Cough, s fever. noea
off and on. —2%: years, more
days. H/O working in slate peacil work

1
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How

‘School jana

SH?EEN-ym-oId Zaffar Hus
oF catting works Gves on the frimme
‘CUtting , lives on the fringe
of Multanpurs with his father,
mother, three brothers and five
sisters. His father is an agricujrural
Inbourer, and he a cutrer st Abdu}
. Qadir's Ham.ic{dSIate lfem;;i_;h Works.
ar gets peid once in sight days, -
*at the rate of Rs 2 per ped (which is
better than what many other factor-
ies give), But this is only one side of
the story; Zaffar and the other
children in his factory are treated
very badly; they are beaten up if
they complein .to0 much (even
e ar spoke ta this reporter
and photographer behind the cover
of & wall and a mree, putside his
factory, he looksd clearly scared of .
checonsequences;lit him t
to say, “It's alright, I am
m:d Please go on.”) ¥ by
some chance they need money in
_advence wages, the munshis taunt
_them and turn them down. Besides,
they are made to work long hours—
" in violation of _thmw.
- 'w;_da_y l!firglé of mfgnuous
.; work, and very food. He gots
. .Up.every morning 'at gix, helps get
day startedg homp; has a guep
_of tem. Work inthe factory starts st
. t and the first sthifr ends ac ren,
hs returds hoime for one-and.
whalf chappatis and some vegst-
able. He returns foy work sgain at
.+ 12 noon, when thw second shift
starts. Betweoen five and six pm
ar comes homyr again, for the.
r. same measly meal~one-and-g-half
" chappatis and goume vegetrable.
¢ Uccastonaly, at Jewst once
v, wonk, he has to go back to N
after six, for about three hours.
Zn.l.'far hardly ks the luxury of
: 's h th! lf“ T ogﬁ-
; when awctory is A
..Jj¥én then, he hex 1t work at home,

e 2

5

children

are tortured

to ghar kya khana?’

ot chores and help his father out on
tberﬁelgis.
village
gm six
“It iz the fate of us poor people to

about the many in his
o have died g like
or seven ysars, he said:

« face such ip.” Zaftar is a
full of enthusiasm, He is ch
breve. He wishes he could do a for
of things, but he knows he will
never be abie te do them. He will
die soop. Zaffar envies some chil-
dren in hiy village—the munshis’
sons for instance, who ars 2
pr:fer education. He wishes

" could go to schoal "Ouly if I go 10

g I can 1 try for another job in
stick

iy

to ghar

T Eate
[y

from 10-112 ea:'lsi backny‘. On mmx.'inag-
ton: pt looks ill. Dyspnoea,
look. Limbus seen, no tremors, 9,12.80:
chest flat bilateral, Scattered Rhon.
chni and cre at...BP 110790, 1,
(Tégible poctions have ben Geteei.)
ible portions have been deleted.
The prescription for the first day said:
“Try PP4 lacs SMQO, Cadiphylate I.
BM, BC-IRQ, Tab—Diszene penn [HS."
For 9 December, it said: “GC same, st
al.* Thte)e patient died at 4.40 pm on 9
T
Qasim Khan (35), son of Jumma
Khan, is on bed number nine in
another medjcal ward. He feels a
sharp pain in the left part of his chest.
He cannot sfeep if he turns to his left
ot the bed, and.usually sleeps pros-
trate. *I cough so much that I cannot
breathe,* he said, gulh'.ngu his sieeve
to show a right forearm lined with
swollen veins and perforations made
by daily injactions. Qrsim went on to
tell this reporter his brief story, as his
wife ?rnd c.tl;!i.ld 100“13?:“:;;1 started
‘work from the age of eight, sharpenin
pencils for eight years and then cltg-
ing for one and a half years, 1
became a cutter. 1 had no option; there
En_ano{oﬁarmkqndlhndtoeqnt
ving. ve now filed & case against
my layer, Abdul Razak, owner of
Su Slate Pen, Jeewaganj, Man-
dsaur, unit number 16 of the Market-
ing Society.” Even after we had
spoken ta him, and got up to leave,
Qasim, convinced that hiz days are
numbered, asked two pitiful ques.
clons: “Tell me, is there any cure for
this disease? And, when Igetto
see the 7t you are going to write?™
. The children of Multanpurs are

" little adults. Hardship and struggle

have made them surprisingly mature
and farsighted. Idu Kban (17) was
working on a saw at Abdul Qadir's
-Hamid Slate Pencil Works, when this
“reporter and photographer entered
the low-ceilinged room in the guise of
curigus tourists (s guise thlt_ﬁlculu
necessary because it was getting hard
to watch and talk to the boys at wotk
without provoking the munshis). 1du
haf been working for seven years, -
since he was ten. if e could do
no other work, he looked up and
w : "Kya kare, mﬁlboon'e haj,
My father works on the soil, and I earn
.about Rs 100 a month. Together we
feed my mother, three brathers and
five sisters. I am the eldest.

Zaffar Hussain (16}, a curter in the
same factory, is a young man with
courage. While we were inside, Zaffar
winked at us and signalled that he
would be waiting autside. Asked about
his work, he said he hated it. He was
bitter and vehement: “When we pro-
test that this work is dangerous, the
s—beatulup.lfwete]lthelpolice,
they get bribed and go away,

HE slate pentcil factories and mines
are spread over a vast area cover.
ing Mandsauwr and Malhal, two rehyils
of the district which include the vil-
l;ﬁs of Multanpura, Piplia Mandi,
i Parasnath, Kangheri and Botal-



ganj. The facrories look like torture
chambers of various dimensions, man:
of them poorly ventilated, filled wi
the killer silican dust. On some walls
han; landed pictures of Hapuman
- or hna and at least one framed
“Om" has the proprietor's nameplate
beneath it. Muslim factory owners, of
whom there are many, show their
Eod]jness by giving a holiday on Fri-
ay; on the other six they remain cruel
expioiters.A noisy electric or diesel
motor operates a series of pulléys,
which in tum move a line of rapidly
rotading steel saws, fixed to the dast-
o ground. The cutter, normally
a young male, squats on his haunches
beside 3 heap of shale plates, which he
picks up and runs over the saw, cutting
them to the I‘eq.l}l‘il'ed shape—pencils
ot rectangles. The discarded pleces
are tossed onto another heap.

One cutter works on each saw—of
which there are usually five—and to
count the pieces cue, there are one or
two extra hands, invariably very young
children (see cover l-gl'u.ﬂ:og;mphl. A jet

+ of dust shoots off the cutting edge of
the saw, at a point barely 14 inches
from the curter’s face. Since it is Light
enough to float about, the dust settles
all over the workers’ hands, feetr and
faces, and enters the cucters’ ears,
noses and mouths. More than anyons
else in the room, the cutter con-
tinuously swallows the silicon dust,
which coats the inside of his lungs and
eventuslly blocks his respiration.
Quite naturally, most of those who
have died of silicosis have been cut-
ters.

A alate Fenci] mine is a huge ditch,
eet

about 20 deep. Men with picks
and shovels dig out sm flat pleces
of shale and lond them on the heads of
4 raw of women (young mathers who
have left their lirtle children to play in
the mud outside the mine) who dump
the stones at one s to be carried
awsy to the factories in trucks and
tractors. The smallest mine could be
ten feet by ten feet, and the largest, an
irrefulnr winding treach, about 100
E" s long. A mine lr usually ex
austed in three to four months, de-

pending on how large it is, how fast the,

progresses and water content
increases.

Although official records show that
there are 85 slate pencil factories,
man; units are not registered under
the Factories Act, and operats clan.
destinely—freely violating labour laws
(just like the others, of course). About
4,000 people work in the slate penci)
mines and factories. Of them about
1,000 are directly employed in the
tactorien, being paid piece-rates, and
the rest, about 3,000, do tetmporary
work in the mines and are indirectly
employed in the factories. Indirect
employment involves taking work
home; this might mean completing an
order from a factory, say to round eff
pencil edges or sharpen them to points
(though this has now stopped), or
other such pileca-rated work. Amo
the directly employed are mostly -
dren—|argely male—between 12 and

15 and sdults below 35, and the in:
directly and tempocarily employed are
mostly women. - - Sy
Mandsaur's - slate: pentil factories
and mines are rov
two coaperstives; Ac - Pe
e e e Pperanes;
c - P g m
with 44 uniu.i_thhralate -Pend}

e
37 units, The Jatter was suparseded |
the Madhya Pradesh igovemmem two
years .ago. Besides, there are also &
growing numbey of vate units,
although official ds show only 13
private umits. - . :
Units which are grouped. under
oo, tives are fairly well-protected
against transport costs, the hazards of

lies for the shale leages, which
g’eﬁ ther approved by the district
-co

ducah State Peach)

? at any time of the
3]

fin a market, and cutting through
offdi::i red tape.ﬁl'he ¢ tive soci-

or or the director of geology and
_ _Raipur, of the state’s natural
}'uources department. Leases are sold
or one year, or years, against
deposits of Rs 500 and Rs 1,500 razpec-
tively, and may be rene indefinite-
ear between

nuary end December, by paying half
the jnitial deposit. The units dig ocut
the shale from chosen plots on the
leased land, and cut them first into
blocks and then pencils, according to
required specifications. To put the
fimghing touches, like rounding, some
women are engaged on a piece-rate
basis. The pencils are then packed in




: ‘mmon Bifficwdt health prob-
’ for workers come in factor-

tlpphpd aither to suppress it or, if
E:lt i mpnsgublg. at least to con-

duses ge the I
M&om; ot.hars?m dumagemugl:
gther ways. The denger to
and the way dust particies

eaI -on - the are In
éasuring. the sizes of - A
ckss, Jhe-umt-commonly used 18 the
- .micrait; which i¢ a thousandth of a
: militma 4,-. The yslcal properties
Shen't ure, but eppiyims

or | mmy +years, but pp
||, somw of the knowledge so gained to
'~ dust problema is comparatively re-
cent. Oneof the most important
characteristics of smal] u:ll.clen is

¥

» it dpes not acce te indefinitely:
" avan ¥ it rekches & ‘speed &t
w]uch resiatance offeted by the

:ﬂ. ] its weight, and thereafter
at.¥ coastant sﬁed
'itstermin vc]o(;i term.l.n:i

. velfcity.of a 100 mu'on

i ca, for example, is about 10.3

_ micron pﬁl:nde 10,000 times lon-
- or a utZ%houq,tohllﬂs

. mﬁ'eseven io still aiz. S0, suspen-
- ‘siohs of fine dust in the air have

.+ grest stability, and in a sense the

- particles- become part of the air

itself; they bave no apprmable

motion of theiy pwn.

] T]I:t air we brealthe ?;::;ams vast

num ] es, natural
o mﬁ . We sun'ive in such

ﬁuand purticle-removal
our respiratory sys-
tm Theu e-removal de-
_ moug.h to cope with
; “and domm:
d\&t:,mui to de,al with small
s of stmie wther dusts whx
tolicenmnous, would be
dmsefoﬁl 10 hea
Dustt. ‘uu- entermg the nostrils
hu‘tov through 3 number of
- hajrs-which, with the change of
direcrion which accurs at the top of
;.hentbe.senesmu&npwny&fg:n
r.-particles, . and - some 3
" ggellerpnnn At "the same ‘time the
-aléstrpam is warmed and humidi-
10 make it more acceptable to
the deefrer and more dehcate parts

'l'he air enten, the lungs via the

- ipe. This_path soon divides
' m£ which in turn divide
‘subdivide, each successive
brgnch bolng of & progrmdvely

ies where there is dust. Various -
sources, of dust have to be recog-
nised, and certain basic principles

ave i the. epends a t g
?‘ l?:)i\‘%zg A e -

socalled :
m & gplid obrect falls. in thet{ir

metrnfuc. but - it takes s ope-

coud%m the ingenious
lnd mrk ably ‘etficient air-

e ,_,‘_‘__. g e A e

Dangerous dust

- smaller diametor, The very smal-

lest branches end in the final air.
spaces of the lung, called alveoli or

airsacs, where the gas exchange'

lace between the blood and

t_hs ed air, Oxygen is taken up

the red blood ils and carbon
droxida is given off.

All but the amallest airways of
the lungs are lined with a layer of
sticky mucus which moves con-
tinuously upwards towards the
throat. Large icles are unable
to negotiate the many bends and
corners in the airways and they
cotlide with this sricky lining. This
upward-mroving mucus escalator
serves both to trap and remove
these larger particles from the
lungs:

Many of the smaller particles,
however, parti¢ularly those below
five microns in diameter, are able
to megotiate the maze of Eranchmg
tubes without tquching the sticky
sides and they find their way into
the air-sacs. O’vausly the walls of

air-sdcs must be kept clean s0

aw

that gas exchange can take place
unhindered. This {3 where the
lungs’ second lihe of defence comes
into operation, Within the ll\reoh
there are mobile sca'vengn-};
whose job it is to engulf a mﬁ
pamcies They mave out of
air-sacs with their load of dust and
eventually deposit a great deal of it -
E thle iymph glands at the roots of
e
Once thu inhaled dust has been
deposited in the respirat sys-
tem, crie or more of a number of
things may happen to it. Soluble
articles pass mro solution in the
f fluids and become distributed
:hmughout the body. This happens
to muny non-toxic substances and
many poisons, too, such as lead
Particles that are insoluble remain
more or less permanently in the
lungs or the lymph channels or the -
Elanda, or may not
Certam insoluble metals
and thewr compounds appear to be
quite inert when deposited in this
way, but some other metallic dusts
and their compounds pmduce acute
inflammation of the 1 Some
organic dusts are extreme irritant
and induce a sensitivity WilCh pro-
duces severe reactions whenever
the victim is again exposed 1o the
dust. Some dusts are -associated
with cancer of the lungs; the one
best known is asbestos. .
The dusts of most interest to ;
industry are the ones that cause
poeumoconiosis, This is che general
term for the p of lung diseases
characteri by fibrous tissue in
the lungs. Best known and mest
important of the pneumoconioses
are silicosis and as%:est‘osu Asbes-
togis is reletively new, for it did not
become established as a separate
disease until about 1930. The word
silicosis now i nerally means a dis-
ease caused by exposure to dusts
consisting of abnost pure silica.
Fine particles of free, crystalline
silica reaching the air-sacs are, in
common with other fine particles,
quickly removed the mobile
scavenging celly and deposited in
the lymphatic system. Unfortunate-
ly these particles of crystalline sili-
ca are able to kill the scavenging
cells. The dead cells then induce
adjacent healthy cells to produce
fibres to enclose and isolate the
dead ones. Because tha fibrous tis-
sue is not as elastic as normal lung
tissue, the working of the lums‘
impaired, giving rise to brea
ness and a strain on the heart. It is
ll:{tan u y th?nt m:]hblbreath-
esaness Is due to phyxic ocking
of airways by large amounts of dust,
That never happens. The lungs of

people with guite severe dust dis-
‘edse may contam only s few gram-

mes of dus

By W. A. B!oar Industrial Hygiene
Department, British Ceramic Re-
search Assoaatmn

ey
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Khuda Beksh's factory ih Multanpura

. -boxes of 50 and marketed or sent off to
the coo tive offices in Mandsaur—
which buy.them at fixed rates and
then sell them to retailers all over
India. . ., Mr RD Thapliyal,
Ar.cordl:f Q- . D.. Thaph
chairman .of the Markating Society’s
board of directors (Mr Thapliyal is an
officer from the state industries de-
partment,. recently -appointed to
advise the zu ad society), Man-
dsaur {s tire only place in India where
slate pencils are produced directly
from the mineral raw material, shale.

"(In other parts of the country, slate-

pencils are made From ‘a cast or pro-
‘duct-mix.) The utilisation of the raw
material ,
per- cent; about 80 per cent of the
mineral either goes to waste or is used
as filler marerialin the ceramic indus-
trg_. Efforts aré now on tqo check
whether the shale can be usted in the
.porcelain industry, - . - -

The health hazard in slate cil
factories has always existed, though
the priblem has grown with mecha-
nisation and electrification. The first
shale-cutters were hand and bullock:
. operated; then came the digsel

‘machines; with the construction of the
Chambal dam which brought power,
slectric motors started being used to
opériate the saws, which meant more
dust. In January 1980 the state Astem.
bly passed an amandment to the 1948

Factariey Ast: making t: compulsory- [

the Factories is as Jow as 20 -

for all slate pencil factories to install.

dust-removin&mchinss. But, & gov-
emment which could not care less has
made little effort 0 see that this is
implemented. - :

“Twelve units under both societiea
have already said that they have in-
stallpd the machines. They have been
inspected by the labour de ent,™
clarmz Mr Thapliyal. There is as yst no
prutotype dust-removing machine, but
the G. Sakseria Institute of Scisnce
and Technology, Indoré, aftar doing =

‘study of the average on of dust
in factory, developed a machine,
between

ter being
Ain

“They should cost an
Rs 3,000 and Rs- 6,000
produced on a larger scale. Cert
small scale industries are also taking

up the work. Lately, some technicians .

_from the Labour Institute, Bombay

“came to study the design” said Mr

Thapliyal. The slate pencil industry
already gets subsidised governmment
aid dor some of its schemes but for
installing these machines, & spacial
concession will be granted: individual

- units shall have to bear only ten per

cef of the couta.dle rest coming from
binks. (Under the central investment
subsicy, the units already refeive a 15
per ceat capital subsid{.) .

* How many of the 12 units wha,
Thapliyal, claimed to
have already brought in the machines,
are telling the truth remains unknown.
But nona of the 25-0dd factories this

according to

" reporter visited, in Multanpura, Man-

dsaur town and Botalganj happened to
have them. Asked why dust-removers
were not being used, and a govern-
ment order was being violated, an
overseer in Khuda Baksh's factory in
‘Multanpura said, “The mackines are
being made in Mandsaur by = company
celled Om. They will be brought after
being- made.” Another common- ex- -

¢ _cuse, but one that is not publicly aired,

" is that the machines are too costly. In
. fact, the slate pencil indystry is based

-on two brutal assumptions: that hu.
-mnan life is cheaper than dusg; and the
worker’s health is unimporrant com-
pared to the owner's wealth.

' Lo The first assumption is clear sven

from the arithmetic of pisce-rates and




. to find dn

The

Mebmoona with son and deughter

one's that got

W sazy, ar hard {s it to get out
. of Mandssur’s slate pencil fac-
tories and make » living out of
-something else?

Nandubhai (26: of Multappura is
d ugﬁed' ".Iﬂtlb father, M i 1
aughter. s facher, :?11 j
(45), a cutter, died on 8 Apri 19.}3. .
“I had put bim undar a privare
doctor’s care, buf it did not hel,
*Nandubhai's uncle, Dalurmﬁ:
bad alto died of silicosis at the age.
of 39. These sudden losses had
ty of sustaining , He
was already working in Jain Slare
Pencil Works, getting about Rs five
per day ar piece rates. *T had to
count and pack, bat I
started as # cutter. I was In school
up to class eight. From class nine I
had to leave to joio Raffg Slste.”

Nandu got his 15.year-old sister
mli%r ::d ‘?‘n Iy, gj months
ago, e Alare il factory
Jjob, because “I could not bear ro go
gx with it any more, ‘.} wWas sure

ere was something else I could
find.” It took Nandu a few months
£ tive source of
Aacome. “ started this cloth dhanda
busiress) six months back. I go to-
Ratinm and Mandsaur to

get the cloth, and sell it bere and

' How did he man
dhanda? *I had

o start the
fends from
school—two men, Bharat Yadev
LS&? apd Hamant Yadav (24)—who

ped me a lot. Withour their help
I would never have succeaded, Now
I earn Rs 300 o Rs 400. Nandu
went on: *I would not want anyone

- 1o do such work in simte pencil
_~Auctories. Bur if there are ten peo-

s laft the job. Now he nlg.:rr-
abies, His eldar brother is od,
and ke is wlooe at home with his
mother, Doc had to leave the job
because of failing health. He fore-
faw a situation when be would pot
be given any work i
for that is how they always treac the
zick. *I was a cotver. I developed

bree trouble; I have pot reco-
wj&a enever I do  RXar
ﬁln iz my chest, and ex.
usted. I coiigh & Jot at night.” Has
he sean 8 doceor? *T know it is &
dangerous disease, bur majboorie

hai. Everywhere people want
bribes, Emoctm And I don

1o five in -
the evening, Sometimes, her
brother-in-law, Shamser (30), an
suto-rickshaw driver in Mandseur,
l;-lr out with-money and takes. the
dren pit froe rides: The only fun
ki their lives, Said Shamyer, *My
brother waa in an Indore hospital
for rwo months, then in Mandsaur
ftal for two to thiree months
aund for about 15-20 days in & hospie-
al in Udsipur which is famous for
such cases, He died there, We
buried him in Mendsaur.”

1.

their uct at a fized rate, the best

-way for individual units to maximise

profits is getting its workers to
produce mgza every day. Thus there -
are no fixed working hours, and piece-
rates are for below even the figures
fixed by the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment in 1978. Workers are engaged for

@ renge of operations. For digging and

“loading in munes, they get Rs 3 ta 4 per

day; cutters get Rs 1.05 to Rs 1.10 per
Gl Somes oy
pencils); sharpeners get
to 55 paise per pei (sharpening has
mbeena?e J,efor lack marker
demand); and for rounding edges, the
rate iz one rupee per 1,000 s,
Compared to this the 1978 ofticlal rate
for cutters was Rs 2 per peit! :
How much the factory owners pro-

cost of -patkaging, transport and. tem-
porary mine labour. But the wholesale
price of one peti of blunt white pencils
15 Rs 22.50 (according to Adarsh’s
rate-chart), which is much more than
theto:ulmstu!pmdu:ﬁon.lnw%
Adarsh's gross sales were about Ry

to

t on compensating dead or ‘dis
aglad factory workers, providing
medical attention and improving their
factoties’

'a’ig
313

:

g83s
E.gig&
%E .

i
i1

provides f'niy t:ﬁnuiunnl respi and
&ven so, ardly ever paying. :
on opium cultivetions (ﬁnndnur-la'-a-

opium centre) brings Rs 2
to 4 per day, and, an the wheat fields,
about the sams amount.

Worse, this year there was &
drought. Said 45-year-old Dalu Ram of
Multanpurs whose 18-year.old son

works as a cutter, “Last year
cbanng was grown, with good results.
This year we grew wheat, but there
was no rainfall. Wells which can water
ten bighes did not give water for even

- qne hﬁh' Vajpayeeji (Atal Behari)
bhad pleaded for arew to de-
clared drought-aff but this wa
not done. How can change-if

ge

ﬁ:opla are pot made to know what is

peni;}g here?” This year the whaole

vilfage Mulatanpura is engaged in

factory wark, The people ate slavas of
the munshis

only means of sustenance.. *Yed



majboorie ki kaam hai,™ said a !u.l:Fh'i-
singly mature Kanhaiya Ram. “The
whole village is dying, finished. Still,
we have to work. Who will give us
money?” Not one bey or girl,
man or woman in any of the factories
this and photographer visited
ﬁlve impression of enjoying his or

er work or of having come into it
vn.llmglly And rarely can they free
themsalves from the clutches of such
an existence.

ALK of unions is nonsensical to

Dalu Ram of Multanpura, “*When
the big seth comes to beat us up, who
will save us?” To form a union Dalu
Ram says, is to delibers provoke
the moushis. Even those who profess
to be slate pencil workers’ leaders—
tawnsfolk who cannot understand the
torture and bumiliation . worker is
subjected to—have failed to inspire
any confidence. The first of them was
Radheyshyam Pandit, and then came
B. K. Patil of the Congress (I). Said
Dalu Ram: “They bring cut pamphlets,

thinking it will help. Far from helping -

us, the pamphlets are telling lies. One
for instance, said that we earn Rs 25
per dayl® .
And what have all the governments
done to prevent child labour and dust-
isoning? In November 1980 the
bour office conducted u child labour

survey in the district’s pencil factories
to detecr all children between 12 and
15, Said Mr H. R. Dwivedi, Jabour
officer, Mendsaur, "Thirty children
were found to be in this age group,
among whom eight are below 12 and
the rest between 12 and 15.” If that is
correct how does the governemnt ex-
plain the fact that almost every waorker
in the 16-20 age group Has been work-
ing for the last six or seven years? As
for the official ban on work without
dust-cleaners, it is now a joke. :

Asked why people were forced to
work in slate pencil factories, the
additional district magistrate Mr B. L.
Bhatt replied, “The mobility of indige-
nous Mohammedan labour is less, For
example, in the bidimaking industry.
The workers de not want to leave
home.” It did not occur to Mr Bhatt
that without money, food, and any
hope of finding work to support his
dying family, a worker cannot leave
home. As for the inhuman treatment of
labourers, the ADM brushed off the
question: “Those whom you call
labourers, they are not labourers in
most cases, I am relling you what |
have seen. They are actually distant
relatives of the owners. This is com-
mon among thé Mohammedans.” Does
Mr Bhatt assume. that “distant rela-
tives® should be made slaves, even if
his agsertion is correct? In any case, it
was surprising to hear ditferences

ing made on account of religion.
Mandsaur is 4 classic of rich Muslims
and Hindus shamelessly exploiting
poar Muslims and Hindus.

A most unforgivable fact of life in
Mandsaur is the legal and bureaucra-
tic delay in meeting compensation
¢laims. Workers or their families can

'aggly for compensation under the
i

4 Workmen’s Compensation Rules,
either directly to the compensation
commissioner, Mrs Laxmi Jain, or
through advocates, before the labour
court, in Ratlam. The court comes once
a week to Mandsaur, and sits every
Tuesday in the Mandsaur collectorate
building. There are presently 58 cases
pending. ( 25 relating to death, the
rest involving disablement). How long
it will take to decide them, and pay the
claimants off, is an{body’s guess. “It is
true the process is long-drawn. We are

ing, but we cannot do an g
‘effective because of ‘procedure’; alsa,
the advocates of the workers them-
selves delay cases,” said Mr H. R.
Dwivedi. Naturally, the bureaucrat
has always somecne else or something
oise to blame. .

The story is one of continued suffer-
ing; of enslaved children facing cer-
taih death from silicodis. It is a story
-about children, that will nevet be told
'to those children all over the coumtry
who are lemiugst-heir first alphabets
with slate penc g



